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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is a replay to the application filed on 1 1 /07/03, in which, claims 1 -1 9 are 
pending. Claims 1,15 and 19 are independent, and claims 2-14 and 16-19 are 
dependent. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, 
subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. The claimed invention lacks patentable utility. Regarding to claim 15-17, having 
a process completed program step, but lacks utility, wherein "a computer-readable 
computer program product having an image processing control program" should be 
replaced by ""a computer-readable medium encoded with computer-executable program 
or instruction." 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yajima et al. (USP 6,2402,64), in view Uchida (JP408258365A) 

With respect to claim 1 , Yajima et al. teaches an image scanning system (digital 
copy machine as shown fig 2 and 4) comprising: an image-capturing device (CCD 
image sensor 1 16 of fig 2) that captures an image of a scan original and outputs image 
signals (image reading section 1 10 or CCD scanner 116, read image and output image 
signal, col.col.4, 55-60); an image processing circuit (personal computer PC1 and PC2 
of fig 4) that executes image processing on the image signals (fig 4, illustrates data 
processing apparatuses that are connected to image copy machine 1 of fig 4, col. 9, 
lines25-20); an image signal output device (control section 131) that outputs the image 
signals having undergone the image processing (control section 13 of fig 1, determine 
the output order of image data, as discussed in col.7, lines 45-50). 

Yajima (264) does not teaches a calculation device that calculates an estimated 
length of required time to complete image signal output after a scan instruction with 
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regard to the scan original is issued; and a calculation result output device that outputs 
calculation results obtained at the calculation device. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) that calculates an 
estimated length of required time to complete image signal output after a scan 
instruction with regard to the scan original is issued, see (abstract); and a calculation 
result output device (1 of fig 1) that outputs calculation results obtained at the 
calculation device (1 of fig 1, as discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: a 
calculation device that calculates an estimated length of required time to complete 
image signal output after a scan instruction with regard to the scan original is issued; 
and a calculation result output device that outputs calculation results obtained at the 
calculation device. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 2, Yajima (264) does not teach, wherein the calculation 
device also calculates an estimated end time point by adding the estimated length of 
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required time to a current time point; and the calculation result output device outputs at 
least one of the estimated length of required time and the estimated end time point. 
Uchida (365) teaches wherein the calculation device (4 of fig 1) also calculates an 
estimated end time point by adding the estimated length of required time to a current 
time point, see (abstract); and the calculation result output device outputs at least one of 
the estimated length of required time and the estimated end time point, see (1 of fig 1, 
as discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
wherein the calculation device also calculates an estimated end time point by adding 
the estimated length of required time to a current time point; and the calculation result 
output device outputs at least one of the estimated length of required time and the 
estimated end time point. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 3, Yajima (264) an image scanning system (fig 1 ), wherein: 
the image-capturing device (copy machine of fig 2) executes a preliminary image- 
capturing operation and a main image-capturing operation on the scan original (col.11, 
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line 35-40); the preliminary image-capturing operation, the main image-capturing 
operation, the image processing and the image signal output, as discussed in (col.7, 
lines 45-50). 

Yajima (264) does not teaches the calculation device calculates a total of lengths 
of required time to execute an estimated length of required time to complete image 
signal output after a scan instruction with regard to the scan original is issued; 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) that calculates an 
estimated length of required time to complete image signal output after a scan 
instruction with regard to the scan original is issued (1 of fig 1 , as discussed in the 
abstract (1 of fig 1, as discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
teaches the calculation device calculates a total of lengths of required time to execute 
an estimated length of required time to complete image signal output after a scan 
instruction with regard to the scan original is issued. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 
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With respect to claim 4, Yajima (264) an image scanning system (fig 1), further 
comprising: a storage device (processing system PC 1 of fig 4) in which an actual length 
of required time is stored in memory (within the storage or memory of image processing 
device PC1 of fig 4) in correspondence to each of the steps, the actual length of time 
being a length of time having been required to actually execute a step, (the CPU of 
personal computer PC1 of fig 4, controls executing time). 

Yajima (264) does not teaches the calculation device calculates a length of 
required time to execute each of the steps by averaging n values each representing the 
actual length of required time for executing a step, which have been stored into the 
storage device most recently. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches the calculation device calculates a length of 
required time to execute each of the steps by averaging n values each representing the 
actual length of required time for executing a step, which has been stored into the 
storage device most recently (memory 2 of fig 1 , as discussed in, as discussed in 
paragraph 0026). 

. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
the calculation device calculates a length of required time to execute each of the steps 
by averaging n values each representing the actual length of required time for executing 
a step, which have been stored into the storage device most recently. 
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the calculation device calculates a length of required time to execute each of the 
steps by averaging n values each representing the actual length of required time for 
executing a step, which has been stored into the storage device most recently. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 5, Yajima (264) an image scanning system (fig 1), wherein: 
the image-capturing device (copy machine of fig 2) executes a preliminary image- 
capturing operation and a main image-capturing operation on the scan original (col.11, 
line 35-40); the preliminary image-capturing operation, the main image-capturing 
operation, the image processing and the image signal output, as discussed in (col. 7, 
lines 45-50). 

Yajima (264) does not teaches the calculation device calculates a length of 
required time to execute each of the steps as a value most frequently indicated among 
values each representing the actual length of required time for executing a step, which 
have been stored in the storage device. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) calculates a 
length of required time to execute each of the steps as a value most frequently indicated 
among values each representing the actual length of required time for executing a step, 
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which have been stored in the storage device, ((memory 2 of fig 1 , as discussed in 
paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
the calculation device calculates a total of lengths of required time to execute an 
estimated length of required time to complete image signal output after a scan 
instruction with regard to the scan original is issued. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 6, Yajima (264) teaches an image scanning system (fig 1 ), 
further comprising: a control device (control section fig 1 ) that controls the storage 
device (storage device with in the computer Pel of fig 4) so as not to store the actual 
length of required time corresponding to a step among the steps under at least one of 
following conditions if the actual length of required time for the step exceeds a 
predetermined length of time; if the step is canceled while the step is in progress; and if 
an error occurs during the step (a CPU, which is included in the PC1, having a control 
function over the condition to store data in the system, including timing). 
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With respect to claim 7, Yajima (264) teaches an image scanning system (fig 1), 
further comprising: a control device (control section fig 1) that controls the storage 
device (storage device with in the computer Pel of fig 4) so as not to store the actual 
length of required time corresponding to a step among the steps under at least one of 
following conditions if the actual length of required time for the step exceeds a 
predetermined length of time; if the step is canceled while the step is in progress; and if 
an error occurs during the step (a CPU, which is included in the PC1, having a control 
function over the condition to store data in the system, including timing). 

With respect to claim 8, Yajima (264) does not teach the calculation result output 
device also outputs a length of required time to execute each of the steps. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) the calculation 
result output device also outputs a length of required time to execute each of the steps, 
(1 of fig 1 , as discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
the calculation result output device also outputs a length of required time to execute 
each of the steps. . 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
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device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 9, Yajima (264) does not teach the calculation result output 
device also outputs a length of required time to execute each of the steps. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) the calculation 
result output device also outputs a length of required time to execute each of the steps, 
(1 of fig 1, as discussed in the abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
the calculation result output device also outputs a length of required time to execute 
each of the steps. . 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 10, Yajima (264) does not teach the calculation result 
output device also outputs a length of required time to execute each of the steps. 
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However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1 ) the calculation 
result output device also outputs a length of required time to execute each of the steps, 
(1 of fig 1, as discussed in paragraph 0026).). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
the calculation result output device also outputs a length of required time to execute 
each of the steps. . 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Yajima (264) do not teach the calculation device 
calculates the estimated length of required time to complete output of all the image 
signals corresponding to designated frames among the plurality of frames after a scan 
instruction is issued with regard to the designated frames; and the calculation result 
output device outputs calculation results obtained by the calculation device. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) calculates the 
estimated length of required time to complete output of all the image signals 
corresponding to designated frames among the plurality of frames after a scan 
instruction is issued with regard to the designated frames; and the calculation result 
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output device outputs calculation results obtained by the calculation device, (1 of fig 1 , 
as discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
the calculation device calculates the estimated length of required time to complete 
output of all the image signals corresponding to designated frames among the plurality 
of frames after a scan instruction is issued with regard to the designated frames; and 
the calculation result output device outputs calculation results obtained by the 
calculation device. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 12, Yajima (264) teaches an image scanning system (fig 1 
and 2), wherein: the image-capturing device (image copy device, (fig 2) which includes 
image sensor 16 of fig 2) executes a preliminary image-capturing operation and a main 
image-capturing operation for each of the designated frames (col.4, lines 35-40); 

Yajima (264) do no teach the calculation device calculates lengths of time 
required to execute steps of, at least, the preliminary image-capturing operation, the 
main image-capturing operation, the image processing and the image signal output for 
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each of the designated frames and also calculates a length of required time to feed the 
scan original. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) calculates 
calculates lengths of time required to execute steps of, at least, the preliminary image- 
capturing operation, the main image-capturing operation, the image processing and the 
image signal output for each of the designated frames and also calculates a length of 
required time to feed the scan original, (1 of fig 1, as discussed in paragraph 0026).). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
calculates lengths of time required to execute steps of, at least, the preliminary image- 
capturing operation, the main image-capturing operation, the image processing and the 
image signal output for each of the designated frames and also calculates a length of 
required time to feed the scan original. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 13, Yajima (264) teaches an image scanning system (fig 2), 
further comprising: a storage device (a memory with in the PC1 , which is a processor 
where image processing is performed) in which an actual length of required time is 



Application/Control Number: 10/600,842 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2625 

stored in memory in correspondence to each of the steps and a feed time that has been 
required to actually feed the scan original is also stored in memory, the actual length of 
required time being a length of time having been required to actually execute a step, 
(the step of storing and executing the image in the system is controlled by control 
section 1 3 of fig 1 , col. 1 1 , lines 60-65). 

Yajima does not teach or disclose the calculation device calculates a length of 
required time to execute each of the steps by averaging n values each representing the 
actual lengths of required time for executing a step, which have been stored into the 
storage device most recently and calculates the length of required time to feed the scan 
original by averaging n values each representing the feed time, which have been stored 
into the storage device most recently. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) the calculation 
device calculates a length of required time to execute each of the steps by averaging n 
values each representing the actual lengths of required time for executing a step, which 
have been stored into the storage device most recently and calculates the length of 
required time to feed the scan original by averaging n values each representing the feed 
time, which have been stored into the storage device most recently, (2 of fig 1 , as 
discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
the calculation device calculates a length of required time to execute each of the steps 
by averaging n values each representing the actual lengths of required time for 
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executing a step, which have been stored into the storage device most recently and 
calculates the length of required time to feed the scan original by averaging n values 
each representing the feed time, which have been stored into the storage device most 
recently. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 14,Yajima (264) teaches an image scanning system (fig 2), 
further comprising: a storage device (a memory with in the PC1 , which is a processor 
where image processing is performed) in which an actual length of required time is 
stored in memory in correspondence to each of the steps and a feed time that has been 
required to actually feed the scan original is also stored in memory, the actual length of 
required time being a length of time having been required to actually execute a step, 
(the step of storing and executing the image in the system is controlled by control 
section 1 3 of fig 1 , col. 1 1 , lines 60-65). 

Yajima does not teach or disclose the calculation device calculates a length of 
required time to execute each of the steps as a value most frequently indicated among 
values each representing the actual length of required time for executing a step, that 
have been stored in the storage device and calculates the length of required time to 
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feed the scan original as a value most frequently indicated among values each 
representing the feed time, that have been stored in the storage device. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1), calculates a 
length of required time to execute each of the steps as a value most frequently indicated 
among values each representing the actual length of required time for executing a step, 
that have been stored in the storage device and calculates the length of required time to 
feed the scan original as a value most frequently indicated among values each 
representing the feed time, that have been stored in the storage device, time, which 
have been stored into the storage device most recently, (2 of fig 1 , as discussed in 
paragraph 0026). 

Therefore,. it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
the calculation device calculates a length of required time to execute each of the steps 
as a value most frequently indicated among values each representing the actual length 
of required time for executing a step, that have been stored in the storage device and 
calculates the length of required time to feed the scan original as a value most 
frequently indicated among values each representing the feed time, that have been 
stored in the storage device, time, which have been stored into the storage device most 
recently. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
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device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 15, Yajima (264) teaches a computer-readable computer 
program product having an image scan processing control program, the control program 
(computer PC1 of fig 4, for executing program stored in the computer storage for 
running the image processing apparatus of fig 1) comprising: 

a start instruction for starting a scan of a scan original (control section input 
instruction for starting the scanner of fig 2); an image signal processing instruction for 
executing image processing on image signals obtained by capturing an image of the 
scan original (image processing instruction is inputting by computer PC1 of fig 4); 
an image signal output instruction for outputting the image signals having undergone 
the image processing (image processing instruction is inputting by computer PC1 of fig 
4, control both inputting and outputting data from image processing system of fig 4); 

Yajima (264) does not teach or disclose a calculate instruction for calculating an 
estimated length of required time to complete an output of the image signals after the 
start instruction for starting the scan is issued; a calculation result output instruction for 
outputting calculation results obtained in response to the calculate instruction. 

However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculate instruction (4 of fig 1) for calculating 
an estimated length of required time to complete an output of the image signals after the 
start instruction for starting the scan is issued; a calculation result output instruction for 
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outputting calculation results obtained in response to the calculate instruction, (1 of fig 
1 , as discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: a 
calculate instruction for calculating an estimated length of required time to complete an 
output of the image signals after the start instruction for starting the scan is issued; a 
calculation result output instruction for outputting calculation results obtained in 
response to the calculate instruction, (1 of fig 1 , as discussed in the abstract). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 16, although Yajima (264) shows a computer-readable 
computer program product, (computer PC1 of fig 4, which execute a program stored in 
a storage medium), However, Yajima fail to teach wherein control is implemented in 
conformance to the calculation instruction so as to further calculate an estimated end 
time point obtained by adding the estimated length of required time to a current time 
point; and control is implemented in conformance to the calculation result output 
instruction so as to output at least one of the estimated length of required time and the 
estimated end time point. 
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Uchida (365) teaches control is implemented in conformance to the calculation 
instruction so as to further calculate an estimated end time point obtained by adding the 
estimated length of required time to a current time point; and control is implemented in 
conformance to the calculation result output instruction so as to output at least one of 
the estimated length of required time and the estimated end time point, (1 of fig 1 , as 
discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
control is implemented in conformance to the calculation instruction so as to further 
calculate an estimated end time point obtained by adding the estimated length of 
required time to a current time point; and control is implemented in conformance to the 
calculation result output instruction so as to output at least one of the estimated length 
of required time and the estimated end time point. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

With respect to claim 17, Yajima (264) teaches a computer-readable computer 
program product wherein: the computer-readable computer program product is a 
recording medium on which the image scan processing control program is recorded, 
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(computer PC1 of fig 4, for executing program stored in the computer storage for 
running the image processing apparatus of fig 1). 

With respect to claim 18, Yajima (264) teaches, wherein the computer-readable 
computer program product is a carrier wave in which the image scan processing control 
program is embodied as a data signal (computer PC1 of fig 4, for executing program 
stored in the computer storage for running the image processing apparatus of fig 1 ). 

With respect to claim 19, Yajima (264) teaches an image scanning method, (fig 2) 
comprising: capturing an image of a scan original (scanner 1 16 of fig 2); executing 
image processing on image signals obtained by capturing the image of the scan original 
(computer PC1 of fig 2, for executing image scanned by copy machine fig 2); outputting 
the image signals having undergone the image processing (image scanned by copy 
machine of fig 2, is outputted by outputting means 7 of fig 5, via interface 15 of fig 4); 

Yajima (264) does not teaches calculating an estimated length of required time to 
complete an output of the image signals after a scan of the scan original is instructed; 
and outputting calculation results with regard to the estimated length of required time. 
However, Uchida (365) teaches a calculation device (4 of fig 1) calculating an estimated 
length of required time to complete an output of the image signals after a scan of the 
scan original is instructed; and outputting calculation results with regard to the estimated 
length of required time, see (abstract); and a calculation result output device (1 of fig 1) 
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that outputs calculation results obtained at the calculation device (1 of fig 1 , as 
discussed in paragraph 0026). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of to include: 
calculating an estimated length of required time to complete an output of the image 
signals after a scan of the scan original is instructed; and outputting calculation results 
with regard to the estimated length of required time. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified imaging device of Yajima (264) by the 
teaching of Uchida (365) for the purpose of controlling the timing of the outputting 
device for avoiding an over flow of the memory that store the data in the outputted 
memory device. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on 571-272-7314. The. fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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